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WELCOME 

In the 3 months since the last time I collated articles, 
news and photos for the March edition of the 
Blooming Haddington News each and everyone of 
our daily lives have been changed, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.


Most importantly I hope this fifth edition of Blooming 
Haddington News finds everyone safe and well and it 
continues to be so into the future. The last Welcome 
message I wrote was beginning to look ahead 
towards better weather. That we certainly have had, 
however the normal activity we associate with spring 
and early summer has been curtailed by the 
coronavirus.


Instead this is a year, so far, of looking after one 
another first and foremost. I have wondered in recent 
weeks what on earth could make up the contents of 
this edition! Anyway I hope this June edition proves 
to be of interest to you. I am indebted to Stephen 
Paul for providing me with a potted history of Lady 
Kitty’s Garden. Thank you Stephen, much 
appreciated, as is the continued interest from each of 
you in Blooming Haddington.
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WHEELBARROWS 2020 - the good news and the bad news! 

The good news! Wheelbarrows will again add colour and be evident on our streets and in our 
gardens this year. We have a challenge ahead of us to make the most of this year despite the 
current difficulties which are not going to dramatically change any time soon! Details will appear 
on our Facebook Page and be advertised in the local press in the coming weeks. Blooming 
Haddington will encourage anyone who would like to prepare and plant up a wheelbarrow to do 
so, photograph it and send it to Blooming Haddington to be displayed on the Blooming 
Haddington Facebook Page. A virtual wheelbarrow festival! Let’s see if we can beat that figure 
from last year of 50+ wheelbarrows. Think of your own theme and plant as it pleases you!


The bad news almost inevitably is due to the coronavirus pandemic that this year’s wheelbarrow 
poster competition and the wheelbarrow competition for business, neighbourhood, individual 
and organisations are cancelled. However lets not allow the current challenges to dampen the 
inventive spirit which came to the fore last year and provided, in our streets, such interest and 
colour!




HADD-aware 2020 

This event seems like an age ago! HADD-aware 2020 
happened on Saturday 7th March in The Town House, 
Haddington. This was perhaps amongst the last of the public 
gatherings, a couple of weeks before lockdown and social 
distancing was introduced. An estimated 200 people 
attended on the day so as an event highlighting local groups 
and giving opportunity for each organisation to promote 
themselves, recruit and gain volunteers it was a success.


Forty Four local clubs, groups and organisations were 
represented at HADD-aware and the event generated a real 
buzz in atmosphere.


The feedback from participating groups was positive in terms 
of increased volunteer numbers, a highlighting of people who 
might benefit from receiving available help, positive 
conversations between groups and financial donations from 
the public. The gathering of so many groups in itself is 
testament to the vibrancy of Haddington’s community and the wide range of activities and 
interests available.


Thanks are especially due to Haddington and Lammermuir Area Partnership who delivered their 
annual public report, Our Community Kitchen for their wonderful home-baking and service in 
catering for everyone in the ‘cafe’ area, the caretaking staff who proved themselves so helpful 
prior to the event and on the day, stewards/helpers, East Coast Radio and East Lothian Courier 
for their support and to each and every stall-holder.


HADD-aware was not to be a ‘one-off’ but a launch event with follow-up or spin-offs events 
intended over the course of the next twelve months. Feedback from the event also indicated an 
interest amongst local groups to communicate more with each other and an openness to 
working together when beneficial to do so.


Given the global and national crisis since and the current lockdown rules all local activities and 
groups are either operating differently whilst others have simply been unable to meet. It will be a 
challenge to pick up afresh from the momentum on that day in early March, however once the 
present day restrictions are eased I am sure community life in all its fullness will return. 
Haddington’s community spirit is in evidence in other ways in the midst of this lockdown and to 
those who are working for the good of others a big thank you.

SUMMER HANGING BASKETS 2020 

Haddington will have summer hanging baskets! 


Blooming Haddington placed an order with East Lothian Council 
last November for summer bedding and since then Harlawhill 
Nursery have been growing plants to fill baskets for summer colour. 
The eventual number of baskets to be on display in the town centre 
this year is uncertain at the moment. Letters have been sent to the 
local businesses and individuals who sponsor baskets to discuss 
finances in the light of the current temporary closures of shops.


Arrangements are in place for the baskets to be hung. Rather than 
by volunteers Blooming Haddington are paying East Lothian 
Council to do this task given the current circumstances. It is hoped 
that an easing of restrictions in June will allow for Blooming 

Haddington to thereafter maintain and water the baskets over the summer season. Hoping for a 
lovely summer time and colour afresh in our town centre.



LADY KITTY’S GARDEN 

Haddington is a lovely town in so many ways. Architecturally, historically and of course 
horticulturally. The many green spaces throughout the town are for everyone to enjoy and 
appreciate. Often, we will stroll past sites which have a memorable past of which we have little 
or no knowledge. So the next time you are out for a walk along the river reflect for a moment 
on that expanse of raised green opposite and across the river 
from the Waterside Inn, Lady Kitty’s Garden.


It dates from 1771 and was named after Lady Catherine 
Charteris Wemyss, the wife of the 7th Earl of Wemyss. They 
married in Preston Hall three days before Bonnie Prince Charlie 
entered Edinburgh. Lady Catherine claimed the garden in lieu of 
a debt. Francis Wemyss, inherited his grandfather’s fortune 
including the Amisfield Estates making them a very wealthy 
couple. (go to Wikipedia to find out more about his grandfather, 
the infamous Colonel Francis Charteris) To the North East 
corner of the garden is an old stone Doocot used to house 
pigeons. In its day it was a useful source of eggs and winter 
meat.  For many years it was illegal to demolish a doocot in 
Scotland.


In more recent years the garden had become 
a bit tired looking and Blooming Haddington, 
with assistance from the Council, set about 
freshening it up. An access pathway at the 
rear was installed. Work was done to dig up 
the edges of the garden to create new 
borders with the emphasis of the planting on 
lavenders and nepeta.


Since then the garden has attracted people 
to stop, sit and enjoy the view across to the 
Tyneside from a new bench and this past 
year a group have been enjoying weekly 
pétanque.


CORONARA VIRUS AND LOCKDOWN 

As you may already have surmised the current lockdown due to the 
coronavirus has meant that volunteering, maintenance of our ‘green 
spaces’, watering and weeding have not been happening.


The three-tier planters in the town centre are the most obvious to have 
paid the price for a lack of water! Other areas have some weeds 
growing. Once lockdown has been relaxed maintenance, watering and 

weeding will recommence whilst exercising social distancing.


Blooming Haddington committee are set to review matters at the beginning of June hoping 
maintenance, weeding and watering can begin, not with large volunteer days but working 
individually and in pairs whist social distancing. 




FREE GARDENERS 

Earlier this year a carved stone was erected in the 
Moncrieff Walk area of Haddington, which can be 
found just off the Western Road, on the right if leaving 
Haddington. The stone pays tribute to a part of East 
Lothian’s heritage and The Free Gardeners, who began 
as a fraternal society 344 years ago. In fact East 
Lothian can be identified as the oldest of the 
fraternities in Scotland. As The Free Gardeners 
movement developed it did so moving from Scotland 
to England so in Haddington as the base of the Ancient 
Fraternity of East Lothian Gardeners we have the 
oldest in the UK. The Ancient within the title of the 
group relates to earlier civilisations of Egypt andGreece 
before European societies developed. Those early 
cultivars of the soil in the fertile valley of the Nile 
organised themselves into associations for the purpose 
of mutual instruction and defence of privilege.


The Ancient Fraternity of East Lothian Gardeners did 
not primarily meet together for instruction in matters of 
horticulture, most of the detail to be found in the 
recoded minutes concentrate upon two principal aims. 
Those were to provide a code of pride, honour and behaviour and contribute to ‘The Box’. ‘The 
Box’ was simply the bank as we might understand it, to which contributions, interest received 
and fines for misbehaviour were paid and from which loans and bonds were paid to 
beneficiaries and charity to the poor. Initial meetings were in the houses of the various members 
before the Fraternity bought from The Episcopal Church the House at Kilpaurs, described as a 
tenement building, we now know as The Gardeners Arms.


The Annual General Meeting of the Fraternity was a well attended event, 93 being the largest 
total in 1803. Following the AGM a procession would then walk to a local hostelry or later to the 
Town Hall in Haddington where they would enjoy a dinner. In the mid nineteenth century a 
programme of horticultural competitions became better established. There was less of a focus 
upon flowers at that time. The competitions were organised on a monthly basis from April to 
September in accord with nature and the seasonal produce at that time of year. Broccoli and 
Rhubarb giving way from the earlier months to Hollyhocks, Apples, Dahlias and Gooseberries in 
the autumn. The Free Gardeners held regular processions to which the members were expected 
to contribute floral displays. These were colourful affairs headed by a local piper and ‘Jock in 
The Green’, someone dressed up or covered in vegetation representing a ‘Spirit of Nature’.


The symbolism, artefacts and regalia of The Free Gardeners echos something of Free Masonry 
which has continued to this day. The Free Gardeners continued with their festivals and 
competitions latterly in the Corn Exchange until the second world war. The Fraternity was never 
really active thereafter and after a fallow period of several years was disbanded in 1953.


The carvings on the Stone at Moncrieff Walk contains symbols such 
as the Tree of Life, the 4 rivers in the Garden of Eden, Haddington’s 
emblematic goat, the sun and moon, a square set, compass and 
grafting knife. There is also a nod to the original Mitsubishi logo in the 
form of a beehive with three oak leaves above it, as a reference to the 
former factory which stood on the site.


The sculptor spent 100 days carving the stone on three sides and it 
was only halfway through the process he turned the stone over to 
wash off the mud and found the surface covered in plant fossils from 
300 million years ago.



 

TRACKWORDS 

Track from one square to the next going up, down, sideways or diagonally. The first is a nine 
letter word and the second amounts to 9 letters from two words!


Answers, as promised, from the March edition. Both trackings having a historical significance in 
East Lothian were TANTALLON and HAILES CASTLE


Congratulations if you were able to solve March ’20, have a look at the next Trackers below.


Both trackers are trees! 
Answers will be included in the next edition of Blooming Haddington News!


E A M

B T H

E W I

O C E

T S N

S P I

LETTERS AND EMAILS                                                                       

This is now the fifth edition of Blooming Haddington News! Blooming Haddington News is 
directly linked with the launch of Friends of Blooming Haddington in order that we can share 
news with one another.

Your comments and letters are welcome for inclusion in future editions. 

Hand written letters can be handed into Joe Forte Sports or Fabrication, both shops being on 
the High Street of Haddington. At this time when temporary closure of shops is the normal this 
option is not available. Hopefully in the not too distant future. Alternatively email; 
bloominghaddington@gmail.com with title Blooming Haddington News.

mailto:bloominghaddington@gmail.com
mailto:bloominghaddington@gmail.com


      NEWS SPOTLIGHT

Britain in Bloom and Beautiful Scotland 

competitions for 2020 have both been cancelled 

due to the coronavirus pandemic.


Therefore no entrants, judges or competitions for 

this current year!

A Happy 20th Anniversary to Haddington 

Farmers Market!


The first Haddington’s Farmer’s Market 

was on the 25th April 2000.


Saturday, 29th June is pencilled in as 

being the next Haddington Farmer’s 

Market Day given a relaxing of the current 

restrictions.


For updated information go to


https://en-gb.facebook.com/pg/

HaddingtonFarmersMarket/posts/?

For further information on any future interim 

uplift of brown bins please check with East 

Lothian Council for any updates at this link.


https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/

13215/interim_garden_waste_collection_service

Although Lockdown might be restricting 

all that is normally happening outdoors 

with events being cancelled, please have 

a look at East Lothian Council 

Countryside Rangers, Twitter feed 


https://twitter.com/elcrangers?lang=en


East Lothian Council Countryside 

Rangers also have a quarterly newsletter 

called, ‘Mud in your Eye’. The link for this 

is below, the last edition being dated 

March 2020.


https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/

downloads/download/12679/

mud_in_your_eye_newsletter

NEWS TIME!!!! 

NEWS TIME!!!! 

NEWS TIME!!!! 

Haddington Community Council are providing valuable support to 
the community at this time. 

Their website includes important information about coronavirus, 
community help and food deliveries by local shops including 
groceries and prepared meals to order. It’s a time when our local 
businesses could do with our support if you don’t feel like cooking!


Follow the link

https://www.haddingtoncc.org.uk/news/
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GALLERY

This time the Gallery is a little different, just for this occasion! Can you identify the sites 
in Haddington where the portion of each photo was taken? It’s meant to be a bit 
challenging! You may need to adjust the zoom on the menu if you want a closer look!

Answers are below.



1.



2.

3. 4.



5.



6.



7.
 


8.




9. 


10. 

11.



12.

1.The Swan Benches on the Riverside Walk

2.The pedestrian bridge over the River Tyne

3.The Nungate Bridge

4.Fabrication, High Street

5.The fighting goats, Hardgate

6.The George Hotel/Falkos

7.The fountain, Court Street

8.The water wheel, Poldrate

9.Abbey Bridge on the road to Gifford

10.The Doocot, Lady Kitty’s Garden

11.Joe Forte Sports, High Street

12.Station Road

The next edition of Blooming Haddington News is due on 1st September 2020


